
In this charming picture book, a caretaker arrives by red helicopter to meet over a hundred 
lively and playful penguins.

At first, the penguins and caretaker misunderstand each other, treating each other warily. 
But once the caretaker starts to play a melodica, they begin to connect. As the melody fills 
the air, their friendship gradually blossoms. 

One day, out of childlike curiosity, the penguins steal the melodica and take it into the 
ocean. Without the melodica, both the penguins and the caretaker grow anxious, worried that 
they have hurt each other’s feelings. Yet, they find a way to transcend language barriers and 
discover new ways to communicate love and care.

This playful, exuberantly illustrated book has international appeal, celebrating the bonds of 
connection across species and showing that friendship can thrive even without words.
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A Playful, Whimsical Story in 
Antarctica: Penguins’ Concert
 By Wu Xingling  
translated by Michelle Kuo 

Penguins’ Concert tells the story of a 
caretaker gradually forming a bond with 
a group of penguins. When he first arrives 
in Antarctica, he struggles to connect with 
the penguins due to his lack of familiarity 
with their habits. Lonely and isolated, he 
plays his melodica, and to his surprise, 
the music piques the penguins' curiosity, 
leading to their first positive interactions. 

The evolving relationship between 
the caretaker and the penguins mirrors 
the way human interactions often begin. 
At first, both sides are reserved; both 
undergo a process of mutual observation 
and adjustment. The caretaker first tries 
to blend in by mimicking the penguins' 
movements and offering them krill and 
small f ish, but these attempts prove 
unsuccessful. Frustrated, he plays his 
melodica alone. Unexpectedly, this sparks 
the penguins’ interest and brings them 
closer. The sound of the melodica delights 
the penguins, fostering an emotional 

suggests the possibility that their beautiful 
relationship will  continue to grow in 
different ways.

The illustrations in Penguins' Concert 
are outstanding, using just four simple 
c o l o r s — b l a c k , 
w h i t e ,  b l u e ,  a n d 
red—to capture the 
serene atmosphere 
o f  A n t a r c t i c a . 
T h e  a p p e a ra n c e , 
p o s t u r e ,  a n d 
expressions of the 
c a r e t a k e r  a n d 
penguins are both 
c h a r m i n g  a n d 
expressive. A little 
p e n g u i n  w i t h  a 
heart-shaped spot on its tail frequently 
appears next to the caretaker, and their 
evolving interaction, from initial curiosity 
to affection, subtly connects the emotions 
throughout the story. Appreciating the 

connection.
One day, the penguins playfully take 

the melodica. They pat, feed it, and even 
take it swimming in the sea. Like curious 
children, they treat the object as their 
friend. Eventually, the melodica breaks, 
with its pieces floating on the surface of 
the sea. The penguins, again like children, 
realize they've done something wrong. 
They worry that the caretaker might 
be upset and distance himself from 
them. Similarly, the caretaker wonders 
if the penguins will still engage with him 
without the melodica. Thus, caretaker and 
penguin—each sensitive to each other's 
feelings—began to see things from the 
other's perspective, deepening their bond.

As the time for separation approaches, 
the caretaker,  looking down from a 
helicopter, sees the penguins lined up 
in a long row, resembling the keys of 
a melodica, as if they are playing a 
concert for him. This imaginative imagery 

illustrations adds to the joy of visual 
discovery. The author’s choice of the 
melodica as a medium, with its black and 
white keys mirroring the penguins' colors, 
adds a delightful touch of whimsy.

Wu Xingling is an 
adjunct associate 
p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Social  Welfare at 
the Chinese Culture 
University and the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Children and Family 
Studies  at  Fu Jen 
Catholic University. 

This excerpt from the book’s afterword 
has been condensed for this booklet.
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A little penguin with a heart-
s h a p e d  s p o t  o n  i t s  t a i l 
f re q u e n t l y  a p p e a r s  n e x t 
to the caretaker, and their 
evolving interaction, from 
initial curiosity to affection, 
subtly connects the emotions 
throughout the story. 
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Every day he documented the penguins’ behavior with care. 

One day, when he was busy, the penguins were so curious 

about his instrument that they stole it.
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But no matter how hard the penguins hit its belly, 

the instrument remained silent. 

The penguins thought, "It must be because he’s hungry!"
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The penguins stuffed small fish and krill into its mouth, 

but it still wouldn’t talk. 

The penguins thought, “Maybe he’s unhappy.”
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